New Brighton 20 pts v 37 pts Chester

Battered and bruised Chester emerged from theiegegainst New Brighton with an
impressive and comprehensive victory. New Brighteed to use there massive weight
advantage in the scrums to gain superiority butrienswer to the speed and rugby
ability of the Chester team. Time after time NewgBton tried to muscle their way to the
try line but the Chester defense stood up to tlel@ige and when they forced the
mistake were quick to capitalise and scored somelidg tries.

Coach, Rob Foden was a happy man at the end ghthe. “This was a game we had to
win. New Brighton played the rugby | knew they wibblut we had all the answers. We
tackled well and on the whole kept our disciplimel avhen the opportunity arose we
played our rugby and ran in the tries.”



With Chester having the wind and rain in
their faces the first half kicked off and it was
very evident that New Brighton were going to
keep the ball close to their heavier pack of
forwards and Chester were prepared to spin
the ball out wide.

After 7 minutes it was the more adventurous
Chester team that took the lead. A series of
quick penalties allowed Chester the
opportunity to stretch the New Brighton
defence and with Matt Bellamy linking with
Jonny Beckwith, Simon Abiero appeared at
Beckwith’s shoulder and finished off the
move with the first of his two tries. Foden
was unable to convert the try as the strong
wind made all who attempted to kick look
very average.

Half way through the half Chester had

doubled their lead when they surprised New
Brighton by keeping the ball with the forwards eafbhaving won a 5m line out, and
surging over the try line with Richie Moore clingionto the ball, at the bottom of the
pile of bodies, for the try.

New Brighton answered the score with a
score of their own when Chester were caught
off side in front of their posts to make the
score 10-3.

With 10 minutes of the half remaining
Chester set up a series of attacks and from a
scrum on the New Brighton 22m line,
number 8, Gareth Martin, picked the ball up
and fed scrum half James Farrell. Farrell
dummied his way passed the cover defence
and fired a pass out wide to Abiero to score
in the corner.

With half time fast approaching New
Brighton clawed their way back into the
game by scoring a converted try. The try
came about after a number of forward
rumbles by the New Brighton pack which
sapped the strength of the Chester pack,
allowing the try to be scored.



A 15-10 score line at half time did not look secangl the result of the game was very
much in the balance but with the wind at their b@tlester immediately took the
initiative and scored within 2 minutes of the rest@hester turned over the ball over on
the half way line and Simon Verbickas carved hig teiough the centre of the defence
to give a scoring pass to Gareth Martin. Foden datyerted and Chester had once
again stretched their lead to 12 points.

Lesser teams than New
Brighton might well
have throw in the towel
at this stage but as is
their nature they lifted
their game and scored a
try after some
indiscipline from
Chester had allowed
them to secure
possession and
ultimately score a try to
make the score 22-15
with half an hour of the
game remaining.



In the next 10 minutes
Chester produced some
scintillating rugby to
secure the victory. First
Foden converted a
penalty and 2 minutes
later Walker Smith

Way man of the match,
Jonny Pigott,
deservedly scored a try.

From midway in the
Chester half, Verbickas
once again spotted an
opening and slipped the
ball to Steve Roberts to
charge up field. Abiero continued the move untilWes halted half way inside the New
Brighton half. Quick ball was secured and the & spun out to the opposite wing
where Mat Sheen very nearly scored. Once agaibahevas quickly re-cycled and with
the New Brighton defence in disarray Jonny Pigotirged 15m to score under the posts.

In this mood Chester
simply out classed their
opponents and after a
series of interplays
between forwards and
backs it was Tom
Weightman, from full
back, who got his name
on the score sheet for
the first time, after he
took a well timed pass
from Verbickas, and
scored out wide.

Verbickas was soon to

leave the field with a
ham string twinge and Chester closed out the g&wen though New Brighton scored a
try with 10 minutes remaining Chester remained cattt composed and ran out
comfortable winners 37 - 20.

The scene now moves from the league to the EDiFnhatgiary Cup semi final next
weekend when Chester have an opportunity to reactk€nham. Rob Foden ,when
asked about that possibility, has asked his sqbipthgers to commit themselves to a
solid weeks preparation and go out next Saturddygare their all. “The season is



coming to an exciting conclusion, a chance to pfaywickenham and with Northwick’s
excellent victory against Stockport the distincsgibility of winning the league being 4
points clear with only 3 games to play. It's nowtoghe players and | know that this
Chester team will give everything to complete a and league double.

Team and scorers:

1) R. Moore 2) S. Roberts 3) N. Sandland-Joness(guted by M. Hughes in the 0
minute) 4) J. Beckwith 5) J. Pigott  6) D. Legat M.)Bellamy8) G. Martin
(substituted by A. Moore in the B9ninute) 9) J. Farrell  10) T. Foden 11) M Sheen
12) S Verbickas (substituted by S. Love in th® Gnute) 13) L. Lawton 14) S. Abiero
15) T. Weightman

S. Abiero tries in the 7th and 2ninutes.

R. Moore try in the 2%t minute

G. Martin try in the 42 minute

J. Pigott try in the 5% minute

T. Weightman try in the 6dminute

T. Foden conversions in thedand 54" minutes. Penalty in the B0minue.



