
 

 

Chester 49 pts v 5 pts Rochdale 
 

 
 
With 4 games remaining in the league season, Chester remain at the top of the table after 
a convincing if not spectacular win against mid-league table team, Rochdale. “Another 
day at the office”, is how acting head coach, Tim Doig, described the day, “ We had a job 
to do and the players did it with the minimum of fuss playing within our comfort zone 
without ever really showing our true potential as a team. We can and will get better.” 
 
 
Facing a strong wind in the first half, Chester failed to get off to their usual quick start 
and were penned back into their own 22m for the first 5 minutes. When eventually 
Chester did manage to get their hands on the ball they attacked with conviction when 
Gareth Martin made good yardage, his initial surge led to further breaks by Verbickas 
and then by Foden. From a resulting line out on the Rochdale 5m line, the ball was won 
and live wire scrum half James Farrell, slipped the ball to Ross White to score. 
 
 



 

 

Half way through the first half 
Chester scored again this time it 
was Foden who collected the ball 
from Farrell, after a line out, and 
jinked his way over the line to 
score under the posts. With 
Foden himself converting the try, 
Chester led 12 points to 0. It was 
Walker Smith Way man of the 
match, Foden, who scored the 
next try. After a series of rucks 
won by the Chester forwards the 
ball was fed to the stampeding 
Beckwith. Beckwith had the 
presence of mind to slip the ball 
to White who supplied Foden 
with a simple pass for Foden to 
score in the corner. 
 
 
Two minutes later Chester were 
in a similar position after a series 
of rucks and mauls, with the 
Rochdale defence being pulled 
from one side of the field to the 
other and it was once again 

Beckwith who made the telling break and passed to White as before. On this occasion 
White scored himself with a neat dummy and a classy side step he touched down under 
the posts to make Fodens conversion a formality. 
 
 

 
Rochdale scored their only points 
of the game at the end of the half, 
stretching the Chester cover 
defence out wide and scoring in 
the corner. 
 
Up 24 points to 5 at half time and 
with the wind in their favour for 
the second half Chester were 
odds on favourites to extend their 
unbeaten run. And so it turned 
out as within 10 minutes of the 
restart Chester had extended their 
lead to 32 - 5. Foden converted a 



 

 

penalty and Matt Sheen scored the first of his two tries after Martin has expertly turned 
over the ball in a ruck allowing Farrell to counter attack and give Sheen the opportunity 
to score out wide. 
 

 
 
The 6th try scored by Chester was an all forwards affair. First David Legat, on a 
substitute for Matt Bellamy, made good ground down the middle. He off loaded the ball 
in the tackle to Gareth Martin who carried on the move  before giving the ball to 
Beckwith who galloped over the line unopposed. 

 
The final 2 tries of the game belonged to the three-
quarters when first “birthday boy” Foden created space 
out wide for Verbickas to draw the final defender before 
passing to Abiero to score in the corner. Sheen then 
completed the scoring, when from a scrum on the half 
way a move straight from the training paddock created 
the opening for the leading try scorer at Chester to score 
his 18th try of the season in all competitions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Team 
 
1) M, Hughes ( substituted by R. Moore in the 63rd min.) 2) S. Roberts  
3) N. Sandland-Jones 4) J. Beckwith. 5) J. Pigott 6) G. Martin 
7) M. Bellamy ( substituted by D. Legat 55th min. ) 8) R. White 9) J. Farrell 
10) T. Foden 11) S. Abiero ( substituted by S. Love 66 min.)  
12)  S. Verbickas 13) L. Lawson 14) M. Sheen 15) T. Weightman 
 
Scorers 
 
R. White tries in the 7th and 30th minutes. 
M. Sheen tries in the 50th and 75th minutes 
J. Beckwith try in the 63rd minute 
S. Abiero try in the 65th minute 
T. Foden tries in the 20th and 27th minutes, penalty in the 48th minute and conversions in 
the 21st, 31st and 64th minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


